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ABSTRACT Key actors in international relation increasingly use the term ‘maritime security’ or structure their work around
this framework. Maritime security encompasses emerging challenges, particularly in international straits and the high seas,
and aims to mobilize global cooperation to address them. Issues such as piracy and terrorism have come into sharp focus,
driven by statistical evidence of rising risks to ships in these waters. These threats underscore the urgent need to enhance
security measures. However, the international community lacks a consensus on defining maritime security, hindering
coordinated global action. Amid this ambiguity and persistent political tensions, private maritime-security companies have
emerged to fill the gap, offering protection services to commercial vessels. Yet, their operations, particularly in international
straits, raise significant legal and political concerns, including potential infringements on state sovereignty. This research
aims to analyze frameworks for identifying shared understandings and unresolved disputes surrounding the concept of
maritime security. It also investigates the implications of contracting maritime-security firms, assessing their short- and long-
term impacts on the maritime landscape, against the backdrop of modern geostrategic challenges.
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